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VIEWS FROM NATO POST WASHINGTON ENERGY CONFERENCE

From a domestic political standpoint, it would appear

that France can afford to be seen as being against the

United States with regularity. However, it appears that France

can less afford to be seen as positioned against its partners

in the Nine on a regular basis.

One of the effects of the Washington Conference may he

that it stands as an example of how the U.S. can most effectively

conduct policy.

The U.S. provides leadership.

U.S. policy is seen as open to the French and

friendly but so, too, to all the others of our

Allies.

The U.S. works with the other Allies to move

those Allies towards the U.S. approach.

The U.S. allows the other Allies to interact

on the French. Sometimes the French will move

towards them and thus cowards the U.S. On other

occasions, the French may decide that they can

afford not to move, and that's fine, too.
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However, the progress towards U.S goals are weakened

in those instances where the United States trips all over

itself trying to provide a special bilateral relationship

with France under the mistaken theory that they could be wooed

bilaterally. The reason this is harmful is that it ends up

being to the detriment of our Allies, the very individuals

who more often than not can be more successful than the United

States in their interaction with the French in moving the French
toward

/ positions that the United States favors and that might

even begin to bear some logic in the context of present world

circumstances.

Donald Rumsfeld
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